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White House downplays 
veto on Fort Douglas 


It vows to find funding ae 
for Olympic project. Opis, 
Sports park gets a boost. Work will go 
ahead as 
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the Utah Winter Sports Park near 
Park City ready for the 2002 Win- 
ter Games — more than twice as 
much as they originally planned. 

Meanwhile, in Washington 
Thursday, the White House pub- 
licly pledged to seek ways to fund 
moving Army Reserve functions 
off Fort Douglas to allow the 
Olympic Village to be built there. 

But White House press secre- 
tary Mike McCurry says Presi- 
dent Clinton was still justified in 
his controversial line-item veto 
Monday of $12.5 million for that 
move. 

Organizers fear the veto will 
delay the start of work on the $80 
million-plus project. The apart- 
ment-style student housing will 
be home to some 4,000 athletes 


is scheduled to begin right away, 
and construction should start in 

July 1998 and continue through 

November 2000. 

Members of the Salt Lake Or- 
ganizing Committee board of 
trustees even voted 17-6 Thurs- 
day to spend $633,000 more than 
recommended to put plastic on 
what will be the two highest ski 
jumps so both can be used for 
training year-round. 

The final amount approved for 
the project also includes $19.9 
million in temporary facilities, 
such as spectator stands, $25.1 
million in ski jumps and other 
permanent facilities, and $1.7 
million in design and engineering 
costs. 


The total expenditure is still 
several million dollars less than 
the organizing committee once 
feared it would cost to ready the 
state’s premier Olympic facility 
for ski jumping, bobsled and luge 
competitions. 

Itincludes the construction of a 
new 120-meter ski jump next to 
the existing 90-meter jump as 
well as temporary stands and 
other facilities for the 16 days of 
competition there. 

Planners have been trying to 
reduce costs ever since hearing 
last year that the price tag could 
go up as high as $54 million from 
the $21.6 million budgeted in 
1994. 

A list of items like plastic cov- 
ering, which is used as a jumping 
surface when there’s no snow, 
didn’t make the cut. Some trust- 
ees wanted to wait until a new 
budget is ready next spring be- 
fore adding items on the list. 

But a majority supported add- 
ing the plastic covering on the 90- 
and 120-meter jumps to make 
sure both can be used for training 
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countable and often downright 
tone-deaf agency,” Clinton said. 


Sen. Phil Gramm, R-Texas, said of 
Clinton’s plan. 
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crowd, “and I know this is silly, put ] 
can I count on you to help?” 

A videotape of the Sept. 30, 
1987, event suggests that Republi- 
cans may have used the White 
House to generate money long be- 
fore President Clinton and Vice 
President Al Gore used it to make 
fund-raising calls. 

The reception was held for the 
Republican Eagles, who are 
$10,000 donors to the GOP. 

The video footage, which sur- 
faced Thursday, is the latest piece 
of evidence unearthed at Reagan’s 
library in California. The Associ- 
ated Press obtained a copy of a 
written transcript of the tape. 

Last month, the AP reported 
that documents it obtained from 
the Reagan library showed Reagan 
made telephone calls to fund-rais- 
ing events from the White House 
and Camp David and promised do- 
nors on one occasion they would be 
visiting the White House “quite 
often.” 

Jan Baran, a Republican cam- 
paign finance attorney, said on 
ABC that Reagan’s appeal to the 
Eagles may have violated the law. 

“President Reagan may have 
made a solicitation, although very 
indirectly,” he said. 

Democrats, beset by months of 
attacks about whether Clinton or 
Gore may have solicited donors 
from the White House, were hesi- 
tant to comment. 

“But we will reiterate that no so- 
licitation or request for funds or fi- 
nancial support occurred at any 
White House coffees sofaraswe | 
are aware, and, certainly, no solici- 
tation for funds was ever made by 
the president,” White House spe- 


OLYMPIC 


Continued from Al 


as well as competitions, part of the 
promise Salt Lake City made in 
bidding for the Olympics. 

Another surprise at Thursday’s 
trustees meeting was their decision 
not to give new SLOC Chief Execu- 
tive Officer Frank Joklik a vote. 
Joklik took over the job from Tom 
Welch after Welch resigned and 
was charged with spouse abuse. 

As the manager in charge of the 
organizing committee’s day-to-day 
operations, Welch didnot have a 
vote. Joklik, who was chairman of 
the board of trustees before taking 
the new job, said he wanted to be 
able to vote. 

The organizing committee is al- 
ready contributing $28 million to 
the Olympic Village at the Univer- 
sity of Utah, a project that Utahns 
believed had the support of the 
White House. 

The president’s press secretary _ 
said Clinton realized the Olympic 
consequences, but the veto criteria 
he followed forced him to take the 
action he did. 

The president’s three criteria 
were: They were not in his original 
budget; their construction could 
not begin in 1998; and they would 
not greatly contribute to the qual- 
ity of life of U.S. troops. 

McCurry insisted in response to 
a Deseret News question at the 
daily White House press briefing 
that those criteria forced Clinton 
to veto the Fort Douglas funding. 

“The president had pretty care- 


fully drawn criteria that had to be 
applied,” McCurry said, adding he 
concluded that the military con- 
struction bill “was not the place 

. . .toaccomplish” the Army Re- 
serve’s move from Fort Douglas to 
Camp Williams. 

“There are other ways to deal 
with that issue. We've already 
been in contact with Utah officials 
and are working out ways in which 
we might be able to proceed with 
the project that will preserve the 
facilities that are necessary for the 
Olympics,” McCurry said in a 
pledge of support. 

However, members of Congress 
doubt the administration really did 
its homework on that and 37 other 
line-item vetoes in a military con- 
struction bill — and introduced 
legislation in the House and Senate 
seeking to overturn them. 

The Senate Appropriations 
Committee also heard testimony 
Thursday from budget officers for 
the Army, Navy and Air Force that 
none of the 38 vetoed projects met 
all of the criteria Clinton says he 
established to choose what to veto. 

Maj. Gen. Clair Gill, deputy as- 
sistant secretary of the Army, testi- 
fied before the Senate Appropria- 
tions Committee that the Fort 
Douglas project could have been 
“fully executed” in 1998 — mean- 
ing it did not fully meet the presi- 
dent’s criteria. He also said that 
was reported beforehand to the 
White House. 

Gill also testified that the Penta- 
gon feels moving Army Reserve 
functions from Fort Douglas has 


military merit and had included it 
in long-range spending plans to oc- 
cur in 2003, 

“That’s a little late for the 
Olympics in 2002,” said Sen. Bob 
Bennett, R-Utah — who pointed 
out that it makes sense to move up 
a project planned anyway so that it 
could help the Olympics. 

Bennett also said he and other 
Utah leaders have heard from the 
administration that despite what 
McCurry says, leaders did not real- 
ize they were line-item vetoing the 
Olympic Village until after they 
had done it. 

“At this point, no one in the 
White House is going to admit 
making any mistakes,” Bennett 
said. “But I’m willing to let them 
get away with that, if they help us 
come up with the funding.” 

Others may not be so forgiving. 
All members of the Senate Appro- 
priations Committee — Republi- 
cans and Democrats — blasted 
Thursday what they said was poor 
homework by the president on the 
vetoes, especially because budget 
officers say none of them fully met 
his announced criteria. 

“T can’t understand the logic, if 
there was any,” said Sen. Larry 
Craig, R-Idaho, adding that the ve- 
toes were “arbitrary and capri- 
cious.” 

Sen. Robert Byrd, D-W.V., com- 
plained, “Not one of these projects 
should have been vetoed under the 
president’s own criteria, ^and he 
called again for repeal of the line- 
item veto authority, which he has 
long opposed. 


Bennett said he was almost 
ready to agree — but said the main 
problem is not the line-item veto 
but how Clinton is using it. 

He complained that Utahns 
worked closely with the adminis- 
tration on the Fort Douglas move, 
“and not once was there any hint of 
any objection” — until Clinton ve- 
toed it. 

“We had no warning,” Bennett 
said, adding the president should 
use his power to negotiate about 
what he dislikes in bills to change 
them up front, instead of waiting 
until after passage. 

Senate Appropriations Commit- 
tee Chairman Ted Stevens, R- 
Alaska, introduced a bill Thursday 
calling for overturning the line- 
item vetoes (which Bennett co- 
sponsored), and Rep. Joe Skeen, R- 
N.M., introduced one in the House 
(co-sponsored by Rep. Merrill 
Cook, R-Utah). 

Congress can send the list of ve- 
toes back to the president for re- 
consideration with a simple 
majority vote. If he vetoes them 
again, it would take a two-thirds 
vote to override them. 

The Utah delegation is exploring 
other options in case the override 
attempt fails, including attaching 
funding to other bills. 

Cook said, “I met with Speaker 
(Newt) Gingrich yesterday to dis- 
cuss possible options. ! also dis- 
cussed the problem with Transpor- 
tation Secretary (Rodney) Slater at 
breakfast this morning.” 

He added, “We are all doing ey- 
erything we can to find a solution.” 


evolutionary Sun handover. ‘ 
BO aed a China opposes the flags as a manifestation 
949. of “two Chinas.” Hong Kong’s post- 
presenting clear handover constitution, the Basic Law, con- 
d earth — were un- tains a clause stipulating observance of the 
downtown Hong “one China” principle. 


It was not clear who Elsewhere, Republic of China flags, which 
adorned buildings and footbridges all over 


Voubie tenth day and the Uninese National 
Day. It should be no different after the 
handover as we are under ’one country, two 
systems’,” he said. 

China has promised the territory of 6.5 
million people it can keep its freewheeling 
capitalistic way of life intact for a further 50 
years. 
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Israeli spies 
expelled 
from Jordan 


JERUSALEM (AP) — Jordan 
has expelled the entire intelli- 
gence mission from the Israeli 
Embassy in Amman following Is- 
rael’s attempt to assassinate a 
leading Islamic militant in the 
Jordanian capital, Israeli media 
reported Friday. 

The head of the Mossad mis- 
sion and his agents have returned 
home “on the express orders of 
King Hussein” even though Israel 
says they were not involved in the 
Sept. 25 attempt to kill Khalid 
Mashaal, Israel army radio said. 

Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu’s adviser dismissed 
the report as baseless. 

Two Mossad agents who had 
flown to Amman from Israel were 
caught after they injected 

% Mashaal with poison. Four other 
© agents who assisted in the opera- 
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Northern Ireland 


BELFAST — The Irish Repub- 
lic said Northern Ireland’s frag- 
ile peace efforts would be 
boosted if Britain were to apol- 
ogize for the killing of 14 un- 
armed Catholic nationalists on 
what became known as 
“Bloody Sunday” on Jan. 30, 
1972. 


Vietnam 


HANOI — The European 
Union will back Hanoi in a four- 
year malaria contro! project, 
which will begin in 1998, the 
official Vietnam News Agency 
said. 


Congo 

KINSHASA — President Pas- 
cal Lissouba said his forces 
had lost control of Brazza- 
ville’s international airport to ri- 
val militia pressing on with an 
offensive in the Congo Repub- 
lic capital despite a truce an- 
nouncement. 


SriLanka 


COLOMBO —The Sri Lankan 
government said the U.S. deci- 
sion to classify a Tamil rebel { 
group as a terrorist organiza- 
tion will help force the guerril- 
las to the negotiating table and 
stop their 14-year-old seces- 
sionist war. 


Aruba 
ORANJESTAD — Two mem- 
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